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THE CLWYD BIRD REPORT 1983

Firstly an apologv from the editors for f aiiing to complerte the i'eport on timo
in spite ofa good start fbllou,ing a special records meetirrg in Febiuary and an
entirely new technology for sorting records. Whiist not u,ishing to make excuses
for our failure perhaps a fe$, words explainingthe present system would help you
understand our problems.

The most time consuming step is to sort through all the reports received and
separate the reeu; ls for each species and arrange the obervations into
chronological ordei'. Only lr,hen this task is r-:omplete can analysis of the
obsenrations be made and the final report compiled.

This somewhat arduous task is easily handled'by modern computers so the
committee having suitabie facilities at their di*posa1 developed the necessary
progi'ammes and used thern for thc first time in the compilation of this report.
A detailed description ofthe system is not *,arranted here but suffice it to say
that the outcome ofthe exercise is that all records for each species are printed
out inchronoiogical order. This happens irrespective ofhou''the individuai records
are entered so it is nr., longer necessary to make any attempt to pre-sort your
observations before submitting them to the recorcler. Once this stage is reached
tire manuscript can be produced in a feu,weeks and deliver:ed to the printers.

Clearly none ofthis can go ahead until the recolds are received by the recorder.
L.ast year some records did not al-rive until as iate as Ar"rgust in spite of the fact
that we did ask for all recordstobe sent in'by Februarv. As aresultthe committee
have reluctantly decided to set the closing date for the 1984 report as 28th
February 1985. Any observations submitted after that date will not be included
irr the leport.

On a happier note once again there has been an increase in the number of
observers sending in records and in the quantity and quality ofthe reports.

Finally the Editorial Committee would iike to thank all those observers who
have contributed to this report by kindly submitting their records.
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SYSTEMAIIC LIST OF BIRDS RECORDED
1983

The nomenclature and systematic arangement follows that of 'The British
Birds' List of Birds of the Western Palearctic'

REDTHROATED DIVER GcLt'ia stellata

Small numbers were seen offshore in ail months outside the breeding season
(April/August). The greaiest concentr:ations were reported fi om
Pensarnlllandulas rvith 31 birds on 22nd tr'ebruary, 14 on 5th November and
15 on 3rd December.

BLACKTHROATED DIVER Gauia arctic:a

Single birds were reported at Rhos Point on 8th October and at Sealand from
22nd to 30th December.

LITTLE GREBE Tachyboptus ruficollis

Reguiarly reported in small numbers in both Dee and Ciwyd estuaries and
on most inland waters.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Potliceps cristatus

Breeding confirmed at LIyn Helyg and Shotton and birds present at Pendinas
Reservoir during summer. Srriall numbers seen on other waters and off-shore
during winter but 15 present at Pensarn/T-landulas on22nd February and
29 on 5th November

SLAVONIAN GREBE PodicePs auritus

The only report involved 2 birds at Llandulas on 22nd February

BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis

Single birds were present at Sealand from 24th January to the 17th March
and from 23rd - 26th November.

FULMAR FuLrnorus glacial.is

Reported off-shore in small numbers throughout the year. Notable counts
included 250 at Prestatyn on 5th September and 200 on 10th,42 at Rhos
Point on 3rd December and 48 at Llandulas on the same day. The species
bred successfully at Dyserth with perhaps 6 pair being involved.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffintts pttffinus

Only rcports wei'e as follou's: 9 at Gronant on 28th May and 2 on Sth
September,6 at Prestatyn on 10th Septernber and 5 at Gronant on the same
day,7 at Gronant on 11th September and 1 on 12th September.
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STORM PETREL Hydrobates pelogicus

At Prestatyn a single bird was.reported on 17th October and 16 were seen
moving west on 19th October. AIso on 19th October 3 birds were observed
at Gronant. These.are the first records of Storm Petrel for several years.

LEACH'S PETREL Oceanodroma leucorhoa
AIl records were from Gronant/Prestatyn between 7th September and 20th
October with a maximum count of 51 birds moving west off Prestatyn on 20th
October.

GANNET Sula bassana
Small numbers reported off-shore in every month from May to November with
up to 30 birds seen at Gronant on 29th June.

CORMORANT Pholacrocorax carbo

Comnrollr, r'erported throughout the year from both major estuaries, several
inland lakers and off-shore. Maximum counts included 476 moving east at Rhos
Point on 8th October and a similar movement involving 386 birds was observed
at Rhos on 10t,h September.

SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Infrequently recorded rvith single birds at Rhos Point on 5th November and
3rd December, 1 at Llandulas on 19th November and 1 at Gronant during
September being the only reports received.

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Reported in al1 months in Dee and Clwyd estuaries, from coastal areas and
on inland waters.In ali cases 10 or fewer birds were involved with 10 birds
at Connah's Quay on 22nd October being the maximum count.

MUTE S\ryAN Cygnus olor
Young birds were observed at Rhyl and Shotton but breeding was only
confirmed at Rhuddlan. Outside the breeding season birds were reported in
small numbers in Dee estuary and on larger inland waters with maximum
counts of 17 on Rhyl Marine Lake on 17th January and 23 at Sealand on
15th October.

BEWICK'S SWAN Cygnus columbianus
A small herd ofup to 8 swans were present at Sealand between 5th and 2gth
January.

WHOOPER SWAN Cyglnus cygnus
A single bird at Llyn Helyg between 23rd October and 21st November was
the only report received.

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons
A flock of 13114 birds seen at Sealand between 27th and 30th December.
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GREYLAG GO0SE Anser anser
Between the 9th and 16th Aprii 2 birds were reported on a number ofoccasions
on the saltings betrn'een Oakenholt and Connah's Quay. At Fenns Moss 3 birds
were obser"ved cn 18th Apri}.

SNOW GOOSE
A bird was seen at Gresfoi'd l-iash ,:n 14th March.

Anser caerul.escens

CANADA GOOSE Bran,ta ccLnadensis

Breeding coni'irmed at 4 sites in the county. Other reports included notable
counts of 60 birds at Hanmer Mere on 6th Februarv and 68 at the same localitv
on 30th December.

BARNACLE GOOSE Brantct ieucopsis

A bird was seen at Gresford Flash on 23rd November and again on 31st
December.

BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla
Only records were 3 at Connah's Quay on 4th November and 1 there on 2nd
December.

SHELDUCK
Breeding confirmed at Shotton and Point of Ayr.
numbers in Dee and Ciu'yd estuaries with between
at Point of Ayr during November-I)ecember.

Tadorna tadornu
Reported in substantiai

450 and 850 birds present

WIGEON An.as peneLope

The majority of reports come from the upper Dee estuary with infrequent
sightings of smal1 flocks off-shore. The maximum count was of 260 birds at
Connah's Quay on 23rd February.

GADWALL Anas strepera
An increase in sightings over previous years with small flocks reported at
Rhyl, Connah's Quay, Shotton, Sealand and Hanmer Mere. The highest counts
were of 5 birds at Sealand on 4th March and 12 at the same localitv on 2nd
December.

TEAL Anas crecca

Common, with substantial numbers reported in the Dee estuary where high
counts of 3000 at Connah's Quay on 7th October, 500 at Shotton on 24th
December and 700 at Sealand on 28th December \\,ere recorded. Other
interesting observations included 35 offPensarn on 3rd December and 42 at
Llyn Helyg on 13th November.

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos

Common with frequent records from coast, estuaries and inland waters.
Maximum counts included:- 750 at Hanmer NIere on 20th January, 570 at
Point of Ayr during August/September and 500+ at Connah's Quay on 7th
November.
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PINTAIL Anas acutct.

Almost completely confined to Dee estuary but single birds reported from
Pendinas in November and Hanmer Mere on 30th December. Maximum counts
included 1300 at Connah's Quay on gth Februar.y and 2000+ there on 20th
November.

GARGANEY Anas querquedula
The only report was from Shotton rvhere a pair ofbirds in eclipse were seen
on 22nd July.

BLUE-WINGED TIIAL Anas discors
A pair ofbirds were seen at Sealand on the 8th and 9th September. This was
the first record for the county and was subsequently accepted by the Rarities
Committee.

SHOVELER Anas clypeata
A smali flock u.as present at Sealand from January to early April with a
maximum count of 48 birds on 7th January. Up to 10 birds were seen at
Connah's Quztv during August and between 10th and 23rd December 14 birds
again present at Seaiand. In early spring pairs were observed at Padeswood,
Connah's Quav and Rhyl.

POCHARD ,\ythya ferina
Recorded at all major inland waters in the county. Highest counts were:-
Hanmer Mere - 22 on 6th February and 11 on 30th December, Sealand - 95
on 24th September, Shotton - 67 on 13th November, Rhyl - 14 on 24th
December, Dolwen Reservoir - 13 on 22nd February.

FERRUGINOUS DUCK ,\ythya nyroca
On the 24th October 3 males and 2 females were reported at pant-y-Ochain.

TUFTED DUCK ,Aythya futigula
Reported from several inland waters with significant counts as follows:_
Hanmer Mere - 46 on 20th January, Sealand - 29 on l7th February and 56
on 26th December, Shotton - 24 on 19th February and b5 on 4th Dlcember.
The close proximity of the pools at Shotton and Sealand and the very similar
counts recorded at the two sites suggest that the birds were movingbetween
the two waters.

SCAUP Aythya marila
Not infrequently reported off-shore between January-April and Novernber-
December but usually only 2-3 birds were involved . However, higher counts
were recorded at Towyn - 18 on 11th March, Kinmel Bay - 110 on 26th
November and Abergele - 80 on 4th December.

EIDER Somoteria mollissimo
Recorded at Rhos Point on two occasions: 4 maies and 2 immature birds on
20th February and 10 birds on 31st March.
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I-ONGTAILED DUCK 'Clan,su.la hyernalis

Only recorded on 3 occasioils - a male at Sealand frorn 6th .iaituary to 4th
Apri1,2 adult nraies ofiAl:ergele on 26th October,2 birds at Gronant on 6th
Novembi:r.

COMMON SCOTE}i Melanitta nigt,r
During winter moiii,hs iotrim:tiy reported on cr-rast between Poilt of Ayl and
Rhos Poirrl. trtrigh r:ounts inciuded 285 Pensarn,lLlandulas 22nd February. 200
at Aber:geie 26th October; 650 P- ensarn/Abergele 5th November, i02 Rhr'l 19th
Noveml:+:,:, 300 Kinmel Eav 26th November and 650 Pensarn,{-l '.ndul:.s 3i'c1

December'.

VELVET SC'OTEE MeLanitta ,-',sta
On 23rd Oc j"ober 6 birds - 4 males and 2 femaies wet e observed al Connali-q

Qray

GOLDENEYE Bucephcitt clitrtgitlrt

Widely distribr"rteci wibh ri:ports fi:om inland lakes, estuaries aird oit:-.hc,i'e
although most observations invtilved relatively few birds. Highest counts s'ele:
22 at Sealand on 5th January and 20 there on 27th March, 17 at Conr.rah's

Qua5. on 26th Novernber and 12 at Rhyl M:rrine Lake on the same dar'.

SMEW Me.rgu.s albellus

This relalively uncommon species has not been reporteti for several years but
a nrirnber" ofreports received this yeai couid have involved 3 different bjrds.
A11 records irivolved only one indiviCuai female oi'irnmature bird and -,,r''ere

reported as loiions:'Li3,n Brenig-Sth Jrnrrar:;i, Sealand J-2ti: February.
Connah's Quay 18th and 19th December, Seaizrnci 24th and 30th Decen-rber,

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator

Numerous reports of birds off-shole between Pcint of Ayr and Rhos Point and
occasional records from Rhyi Marine Lake and Connah's Quay. Maximum
counts: 17 at Cohvyn Bay on 22nd January, 15 at Rhos Point on 20th February,
17 at Point of Ayr on 19th November. On 3rd December a total of 103 birds
r.vere repoi'ted betrveen Point of Ayr and Rhos Point as follou's:- Point of Ayr

5, Rhv-l Marine Lake - 8, Llandulas- 19, Rhos Point - 19 and Pensarn - 52.

GOOSANDER Mergus merganser

Reports of Goosander \\,ere more rt,idespread this year with birds being seen
at 7 sites on ll occasions. Highest counts nere from Hanmer N{ere rvith up
to 15 present in January and 22 there on 30th December, 6 n'ere seen at
Moelfre on 25th November ar.rd 5 at Pendinas in Septembei'.

RUDDY DUCK Otyura jontaitettsis

Ail recolds u'ere fi'om Hanmer N{ere rvith up to 32 birds there in Janualy
and 2,1 or.r 30th f)ecetnbet:

MARSH HARRIER Circtrs aeruginostts

A fernale. \\ras seen irr the vicinitv of Minera on 21st Mav.
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HEN HARRIER Circus q'rtneus

i)r.rring Jar-rual'y March and November-December there rvere llumerolls rep'':'ts

fi'om the Dee estr.rary oi fritat hunting over the saltings Sighting-s,of hii'::

in suitable breeriing aleas during summer u'ere infrcquer-rt br'r+" breeding u"it-

confirmed at one site.

GOSHAWK

BLACK GROUSE

During April reported from two suitable breeding areas ln u'inter months

single birds wei'e seerl ";1h;;" 
occasions-18th February at Padesrvood' 20th

ni"T**U". at Llyn Helyg and 4th Der-':r'ibel at Ddol'

SPARROWHAWK Arr'iPiler rtisLts

Reports from all over the county fbr every-month of the year suggest that

the species is now more u'idely distributed than the Kestrel'

IiVZZAED Btttett bu'teo

Apart irom a bird -'rren at Connal-r's Quay on 1st September and one at

GronantiPrestatyn or iZU' S"pt"t"ber ali other records rvete fi'om or close

to the Clu,yddian Range u'hei'e the species is not uncommon'

KESTREL Falca linnurtt:ultts

Nou, less frequently reported than Sparrorvhawk although the resuit may be

distoitecl somervhat f,y] ot=o""tt ntit r"ecorrling rvhat thev consider,to be I

colniron spr-'cies. Cortui,-tf -u tf-t" fattern-of ob'"''r*tin''t= rr;::icatt-'s that although

'r'ery cornmon ir-, aouat-,i *t"u* tt'" Kestrel is norv rr:s,; comlrron ihan the

Spallox,ha.r,k in tlany areas of the county

MERLIN Folt'o col'untbaritLs

The majority ol r'eports refer to birds wiritering on t^\9 cgastal strip where

,h;;;;;;...,.. iui.ii itequentlv .onll' 3 reports of birds 1v\ictr 
mav h111

been breeding were ."."it'"d and almost certainly involved the same parr'

HOBBY FaLr:o subbuteo

A bird rvas reported at Connah's Quay on six occasions betu'een 28th Juiv

and 19th September,;J;i;gi; birds were also seen at Cilcain on 21st Mav

and at Plesiatyn and Meliden on 30th July'

PEREGRINII Falco Peregrittus

Several records of birds during the summer months from suitable breeding

.r"^. ,"a frequent sightings of lalcons rvintering on the coast'

RED GROUSE LagoPus LctgoPttt

Repoi'ted {iom most sr-ritable moorland areas in the county Maximunl count:

60 on Ruabon Mountain on 9th January'

Accipiter gentilis

Tetroo tetrit

Regular sightings at Pendinas lvhet'e B birds secn at lek and breeding later

confii'med. Also repolted ot Cilcai'-', Minera and Eglrvysbg Mountain'
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RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE ALer-'toris rttf'a

Recorcied on 8 occasions fi om seven different areas of rvhich 5 sightir-rgs were
duling the summer months and may have involved tireeding pairs.

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdir perdit
Reported frorn Connah's Quay, Astor.r, Shotton, Seaiaircl, Rhyl and Gronant.
Coveys of 12 birds seen at Connah's Quay on 3rd and 9th of January and at
Sealand on 29th Decernber.

QUAIL Coturnit coturrtit
The only record u'as o1'2 Lrii rs prcsent at Sealand frorn 16th to 27th Juiy.

PHEASANT
Common.

Phasianus colchictLs

WATER RAIL Ral.lus aquaticus

A total of 12 records received fron Point of Ayr, Padesu,ood, Shotton, Gronant,
Llyn Giveryd and Connah's Quay. Birds rvere seen at Padesrvood Pool duling
the breeding season but no evidence of breeding was repolted.

SPOTTED CRAKE Pctrzano porzen.o

Only record was of a bird heard at Shotton on 18th June.

MOORHEN GalLinulo chLoropus

Common. Maximum counts were 34 at Pensarn on 10th December and,27
on River C1u.yd on 16th Februai'y.

COOT Ful.ica otra
Common. Maximum counts:- 135 at Haumer Mere on 20th January and 190
orr 3Oth I)ecember, 747 aL Ysceifiog on 2Oth Novembei:.

OYSTERCATCI{ER Haematopus ctstralegils

Breeding confirmed at Shotton and Poinr of Ayr. Common every'nvhere along
coast from Connah's Quay to Rhos Point rvith counts of 6,000-7,000 at Point
of Ayr on 2nd February, 24th September and 6th November'. Smaller numbers
reported from Connah's Quay - 355 on 2nd January, Rhyl - 350+ on 2nd
February, Llandulas 480 on 3rd December and Rhos Poir-rt - 200 on 27th
December.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER 'Characlrius clubitts

Regular sightings at Shotton and Sealand during May and June andjuvenile
birds reported at both sites during August but breeding was not confirmed.
Also recolded at Gronant'3 on 29th May, Conr-rah's Quay , 1 on 24th April
and Pendinas - 1 on 8th Mav.

RINGED PLOVER Charctdrius Jticrtit'ui.ct

I{ighest counts rvere i'ecorded during spring anrl autunrn passage r,i,ith 30
at Sealand on 23i'd Apri1, 53 at Rhyl on 21st Mav, 110 at Point of Ayr on 7th
August and 170 there on 4th September. Bred :it Point of Avr ar-rd Glonant.
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GOLDEN PLOVER Pluuiults apri,coru;

Widespread reports of flocks up to 100 or so and higher counts as follows:-1i:tt
at Point of Ayr or-r 9th .Ianuary, 400-500 ai Sealand between 4tlr and 23rr.1

of'April, 135 at Kinrnei Bav on 26th November, 60{i at Sealanci on ;lnu
December and 140+ at Point of Ayr on Srd December. Birds ohserved
displaying at ! mcorl:rnd sites br.rt breeding rvas not confirmed.

GREY PLOVER Pluuialis squatarcia

The majority o{'records refer to rn'intering birds at Point of Ayr and Gronant
with maximum counts of 99 at Point of Avr cn 15th January, 145 at Gronant
on 28th Februarv, 102 at Gronant on 6i ii Novernber and 66 at PoinL of Ayr
on 4th Decemtrer

LAPWING Vsnellus uanellus

Large flocks of wintering birds reported from many areas with highest counts
being 1450 at Sr,land on 9th January,650 at Foint ofAyr on 2nd February,
4500 on Clwyd estuai'y on 17th Decenrber and 5700 at I(inmel Bay on 23rd
December.

Calidris canutusKNOT
Records suggest that niimbers on the Welsh side of the Dee estuary are stili
lower than in former years. Maximunt counts:- 500 at Point of Ayr on 1st
January, 1260 at Point of Ayr on t3th February,245 at Gronant on 28th
l'e'nruar'; anC 200 at Point of A-vr on 9th Octr-rber.

SANDERLING Calitirlt; alba

Reports indicate a small wintering population of 100-200 birds concentrateri
between Point of Ayr and Kinmel Bay with significant increases during
migration periods. Maximum counts: 45 at Gronant on 28th February, 140
at Gronant on 26th April and 200 there on 7th August, 100 at Point ofAyr
on 9th October, 200 at Rhyl on 22nd November and 65 at Kinmel Bay on
26th November.

LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta
Recorded at:- Point of Ayr 1 on 22nd January, Gronant - up to 8 birds between
8th August and 14th October and Connah's Quay up to 6 birds between 1 lth
September and 25th November.

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea
Reported as follows:- Connah's Quay - 2 birds present on 3rd, 6th and 23rd
August and again on 23rd October and singies on 4th September and 6th
November, Point of Ayr - 1 on 24th September, Gronant - 2 on 25th October.

PURPLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritima
All records confined to Rhos Point-29th January-3;20th f;'ebruary - 6;2nd
rMarch - 3; 3rd March -2;6Lh March-5; 11th March -2;3rd December - 1.
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DUNLIN Caliclris alpine
Uommon winter resident and passage migrant. Highest counts included:- 600
at Rhyl Marine Lake 15th January, 650 at Point of A5zr on 13th February,
900 at Gronant on 28th February, 1000 at Connah's Quay 29th April and
1300 there on 19th Jul1., 1770 ar Puint ofAyr on 4th December and 840 there
on 31st December.

RUFF ph,ilomachu.s pugnax.

Only reported from Gronant. Shorton" Connah's Quay and Seaianti and apart
from one record of 2 birds at Sealand on 28th December ali sightings u,ere
between June and Septembcr. Maxi:num counts were 16 at Connahts Quay
on 9th August, 5 at Sealanci on 11th August and g there on 18th August.

JACK SNIPE Lyrnnoc:ryptes minimus
A considerable lnciease in sightings over the previous few years rvith lb
reports this year compare<l with only 2 in 1982. Singie birds were seen at
Shotton on 2lst February, ar, Gronant on 25th March and at Connah's Quay
on 1st and 2nd ofSeptember. Up to 6 birds were present at Gronant between
23rd October and 2nd December and a 'smail flock' was reported at
Llandyrnog on Sth,\ugust.

SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Frequent reports of birds from coastal strip with highest counts of 37 at Point
of Ayr on 2nd February, 30 at Sealand on 11th August, 25 at Gronant 4th
October and 47 at Shotton on 26th November.

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticolu
Birds seen roding at Penymynydd, LIyn Helyg, Gwysaney, Cwm and Northop
but outside the breeding season only reported on 6 occasions.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa
Apart from a few isolated sightings at Shotton and Gronant/Point ofAyr all
reports were from Connah's Quay. The deciine in numbers wintering on the
Dee estuary observed over the past few years has been dramatically reversbd
this year. During January to March flocks of between 250 600 birds were
regularly reported but the following autumn counts included 1880 on 25th
October, 1700 on 19th November and 1200 on 26th November.

BARTAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica
Birds reported from Pensarn, Kinmel Bay, Point of Ayr, Gronant and Connah's
Quay in small numbers but 105 birds seen at Gronant on 3rd November'.

WHIMBREL Numenius phoeopus

Over 30 reports of birds during spring (15th April 8th May) and autumn
(8th July - 6th September) migration periods. The species was recorded at
Connah's Quay, Presatyn, Gronant and Point of Ayr with maximum counts
of 36 at Connah's Quay on 8th May and 5 there on 13th and 25th July.

CURLEW Numeniu,s rrquatct
Moderate numbers reported along coast in ail months except June with
highest counts of 400 at Rhyl on 22nd of February, 840 at Point of Ayr on
2nd February and 1120 there on 24th September.
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SPOTT'ED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus
Occasional records from Gronant and Point of Ayr, but frequently recorded
at Connah's Quay. During January/FebruarSr 1-2 birds seen at Connah's Quay
on five dates and another winter record ofa bird there on 11th December.
In the pericd July-November most reports involved up to 6 birds but 30 birds
present on 20th August and on 23rd October.

REDSHANK Tringa totanus
Common along coastai strip with high counts at several sites including 600
at Connah's Quay on 1st January, 640 .at Point of Ayr on i0th September,
950 at Connah's Qu:ry on 24th September and 200 at Rhyl Marine Lake on
24th deceinber.

GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia
Almost all records in the period Jul,v to September rvhen the species rvas
obselved fi'eqrr4n11, at Connah's Quay, Shotton, Seaiand and Gronant/Point
o1'Al'r. Usrlailv sightings involved fewer than 7 birds but during August up
tri 22 birds werrr seen at Connah's Quay and 11 at Shotton.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus

Reported on ll8 nccasions and in prart:,.lly every month ofthe year but only
from 4 localities:-Shotton, Sealand, Connah's Quay and Padesrvood Pool. Most
reports involved 1-4 birds but 7 at Sealand on 9th January,6 at Shotton on
4th June and 8 there on 11th August.

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringo. glareola
Between 23rd July and 1lth August singie birds were seen on 6 occasions
at Shotton and twice at Connah's Quay.

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Ther:e were several reports of 1-2 birds at Connah's Quay during January -

February and numerous sightings of small flocks along the coast and inland
during summer. Maximum counts involved 22 birds at Connah's Quay on 12th
July and 9 at Shotton on the same date.

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres
Flocks ofbetween 50 - 200 birds reported regularly at Rhos and Llandulas
with smaller numbers at several other sites along coast. Maximum counts
included ;- 180 at Rhos Point on 1lth March and 230 there on Brd December,
136 at Llandulas on 3rd December and 35 at Rhyl on 7th December.

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE Phalaropus la, tus
The only record was of a single bird seen close inshore at Rhyl on22nd,October.

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus
Regular sightings off-shore during August - October with maximum cr,ants
of 7 at Gronant on 5th September, 9 at Pensarn on 9th September and 10
at Prestatyn on 10th September.
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GREAT SI{UA .Stert.,orarius skua
All 16 reports v.'ere for the period 5th September to 8th Ncvember and usually
involved oirly 1 or 2 birds but 4 seen at Prestatyn on 16th October and 7 on
1?th. At Gronant on Sth Novernber a Great Skua was seen to kill a duck.

LITTLE GULL Larus minulus
Reported on 5 occasions as foilows:- at Connah's Quay single birds on 30th
Janualy, 13th February and 20th March and at Gronant singles on 14tb .Iuly
and 21st f)ecernber.

BLACIIIIEADED GULL Larus ridibun.dus

Common along coast:rnd inland at all times of the year with maximrrm cDllnts
ol 1300 at Kinmgl Bay on 13th January, 2900 at Gronant cn 23r'd Jarruary
and 4200 at Gla$ Conw;'on 5th Fcbruary.

Larus cartusCOMMON GULL
During winter months considerabie numbers reported from many areas with
higlr counts as follows:- 4ZAA at Gronant on 23rd January, 660 at Sealand
on 17th Februar-v, 1650 at Pensarn on 10th I)ecember and'800 at Gronant
on 3rd Decemher:

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Lurus fuscus
Less comrrron during the rvinter months this year bui 350 reported at Ct.innah's

Quay at 13th July and 280 there on 9tfr August.

HERRII.IG GULL Larris argentatus

Abundant. Maximum counts were 2175 at Point ofAyr on 2nd February and.
2200 at PensarniT,landulas on 10th December.

GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus

Single birds were recorded on 3 occasions as follows: 2nd winter birds at
Connah's Quay on 12th February and at Pensarn on 22nd February and a
1st year bird at Sealand on 17th March.

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus
Only notable counts were 124 at Gronant on 8th October and 200 at Pensarn
on 13th November.

KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla
Reported throughout the year off sea coasts and occasionally in estuaries.
Highest counts were: 50 at Rhos Point on 21st May, 200 at Prestatyn 10th
September, 220 at Rhyl on 2nd October and 60 at Rhos Point on 3rd December.

SANDWICH TERN Sterna sanduicensis

Frequent records along coastal strip between April and October with highest
counts of 227 on 16th July, 450 on 7th of August and 350 on 4th September
roosting on the shore at Point, of Ayr.
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COMMON TERN Sterno h,irunclo
A record. ear for the Shotton Colony u.ith B34 bii'ds fledged and an estimated
175 pairs ltreeding. Maximurn counts u.ere 350 on Sth/9th May at the Shotton
Colony and 280 at Gi'onant on 7th August.

ARCTIC TERN SterncL parctclisa,ea
The onl1, reports received were I at Sealand on 7th May, 1 at Gronant on
15th Ju1y and 1 lit Shotton on 29th Julv.

LITTLE TERN Sturno rtlbifru,n.s
Anotlier reasonabl-i- successful yerr at Gronant with 25 paii. and about ilO
voung birds fledging. Maxinium coLrnt lr,as 458 birds at Gronant on 27th Ju1y.

BLACK TERI\- Chliclonias niger
llecorded on 10 occasions rvith birds seen at Sealand, Shotton, Connah,s euay,
Gt'onant iind Pojnt rif Ayr. Spring recorcls included single birds at Sealand
on 24tir Apr.ii and 2nd l{ay and 1 at Shotton on 18th June. Other sightings
nere lrrrtu't'en Julv and October and only involved 1 bird except for reports
of 2 birds rrt (lorrnah's Qru-y o,.,30th.Iuly and 9th Septembei:.

GUILLEMOT flria aalge
Occasion:ill.v sr:en off sea coasts and most records involved only 1 bird but
97 rverc ple-<ent a1 Rhos Point on Sth C"rober. A bird found dead at Gronant
on 12tti Febluarv had been ringed on Fair Isle.

RAZORBILL Alca tord.a
Single birds on 27th January at Colwyn Bay and on 2nd May at Rhos point
were the only i'ecolds.

STOCK DOVE Colurnba tlenns
Reported from l0 areas suggesting the species is moi.e widely distributecl than
earlier records indicate. Maximum count u,as of 42 birds seen at Llandyrnog
on 24th February. A nest found at Northop on the 4th May was the only
breeding record.

WOOD PIGEON Cohtm.ba paluntbrts
Common. Only notable count rvas of 80 birds at pacleswood on 4th December.

COLLARED DOVE Strepiltpelia decaocto

Weli distributed in the country. Nlaxirnum count was 49 birds at Point of Ayr
on 26th Apli l.

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelio tttrtu.r
There nere 3 repoi'ts of birds duling spring migration rvitl'r 2 at Point of A5.r
on 6th May and singles at Glonant on 6th May and at Shotton on 7th. During
the breeding season orrly reported from llrryrys and Wepre Woods.

CUCKOO CrrlcrLl.us canorus
Flequent records 21st April 1Sth August. Onlr- bi.eedir.rg recold rv:rs of a rvell
grown vourlll bird being fed b5.'Nleadorv pupils at Moel Arthur.
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BARN owL T'Yto olba

Scarce. Only reports rvere of sir.rgle birds at Rhuddlan on 1st February and

11th July anci a pair at Grvernaffield on 11th July'

LITTLE OWL Athen.e noctua

Fairiy comrnon being reported from 12 widely separated areas rvith breeding

confirmed ai 3 sites.

'IAWNY OWL Stri'x alur:o

Commou anti rvidely distributed'

LONG-EARED OWL Asio attts

Only recorrl was ol a bircl at Gronant orr 9th Noveinber'

SHORTEARED'OWL Asitt lTamnteus

Freqr"rently reportecl from coastal strip between January-Mid May and

October-Decemier. Bjrds were seen at two suitable breeding areas in late N{ay'

APtLs nPusSWIFT
Earliest clate was 2tith April when a single bird rvas plesetrt'at Shotton and

iast report was for 6th August at Gronant'

KINGF1SHER AlcPdo otthi's

Single birds rviclely repoi'ted in all months- of the vear and 2 birds at Rosset

o,-, 5rd March but the species appears to be only thiniv distributed'

GREEN W0ODPECKER Pic:tts uiridi::

Widespread and not uncomnlotl.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dentlropttctts ntaior''

l'r'equency of reports suggest that the-species has a simiiar population densitv

;;i;.;"t:Spotied Woof,[ucku. but this seems un]ike]v and mav be due to

observers not teporting a1l sightings'

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrctptlcus ntin'tr

Recorded in 8 localities but rathel scalce At least 2 males apparently holding

territorv at Harvarden.

Alauda arvensisSKYLARK
Common, particularly along coastal strip Signilicant numbers observed on

p".=.s" ;t'C.orru.t a.,rr.,i O-"io["'' ii'ith +,300!een on 21st and 1'500 on 22nd'

SHORELARK Elemphilct a1p'rslris

Singles at Point ol Avi lOth Janr-rai'v-2nd Febi'uary and at Gronant

23rd-25th October.

SAND MARTIN
Nunrht't's stili velv lorv compat ed uith iol'1et
Hooe urrd Kinnel'lon 1it'1 p nnl5 tcports ol lrl'ec

uus .l20 et Conttrth'- Qtter ott 2rr'i Me5'

1,1

RiPorio riPario

yeal's and sntal I colonies al

ding birds. Maxjmum count

I



SWALLOW Hirundo rusti.r:c
Earliest Cate.nvas 10th April when 1seen at Shotton and a verv late.b;r-l
r.,as reported at Point of Ayr on 2gth Novembel. Few large concentrationrr
reported but 500+ at Connah's Quav on 1st May and 10b+ at Shotton orr
16th July.

}I0USE MARTIN Delichon urbica
Common. Latest date rvas 22nd October.,vhen a single bird rvas present at
Gronant.

TREE FIPIT Anthus tri.uialis
Significant numbers reported dui'ing spring passage rvith 20 at Connah,s euay
on 2,1th April and 46 at Point of Ayr on 26th. Birds reported breeriing at g
sites wirere rhe species is often 1ocal1y ccmnlon.

MEADOW lrrl)I'f' Ant1.us pratensis
Widciy distributed .rs a"breetiing sp+cles and abundant in Clrnyddian range.
Passage birds observecl on coast wrrh 110 al Fnint ofAyr.on Utn April ana
150 on 26th and 70 on 4th September.

ROCK PIPIT Anth,us spinoletta
Small numbers seen on coastal strip during January-February anrl September-
December. Highest counts were 4 at, R,hos Point on 5th NTor,-ernber and 5 at
Point of Ayr on 6th.

WAI'ER PIPIT An.thu.s sitinol,ettn spinoletttt
A single bird rl,,as seen at Connah's Quay Sewage Works on 20th November.

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flaua
Locally fairly comnon rvith reports conllined to coastal p1ain. N{aximum counts
were 30 at Gronant on 4th \,Iay, 23 at Connah,s euiy or,, 14th May and 2b
at Seaiand on 30th N,Iav.

GREY WAGTAIL McttctciLln cirLereo
Occasional records fi.om coast cluring winter months and this year very fer,v
recolds of birds breeding :rlthough knon,n fi'om detailecl studies to be a
u idesplead bleeding <prcj{.s irr Lrpland er.eas.

WHITE WAGTAIL Motucilla alba albcL
Spring passage observed at ser,eral localities betrveen Brd April :rnd 6th May.
Apart from 2 birds on Horseshoe Pass on 3rci Aplil all leporti are from coastal
strip. Highest counts included: 22 at Connai.r,s euay on lBth April,37 at
Gronant on 26th April and 60 thele on 29th and 12 at Sealand o,., 6th Mrr.

PIED WAGTAIL
Common arrd r.videspread.
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DIPPER Cinclus cinclus
Present on most suitable rivers and streams in upland areas of the county
and breeding confirmed at 2 sites. On 1Oth December a bird rvas seen on the
coast at Llandulas.

WREN Troglctdytes troglodytes
Common.

DUNNOCK prunella modularis
Common.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula
Common.

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros
At Gronant 3 birds were present in February and 1 in March. A female was
seen at Tainant on 12th .April and a male at Mold on 29th December.

REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Slight increase in numbers of records this year and breeding confirmed at
Prion and Cilcain.

WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra
Ringing studies in Clwyddian Range showed population ofbreeding pairs to
be high in several areas such as Cilcain, Moel Arthur and Tainant. Also
recorded on coast during migration with 210 birds observed between Point
of Ayr and Prestatyn on 7th May.

STONECHAT Saricola torquata
Widespread and breeding confii'rned at several sites along coast and in upiand

WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe

First recorded on 19th March at Point of Ayr and last seen on 5th November
at Gronant. Common breeding species in upland areas with one or two pairs
breeding at sea level. Birds having characteristics of Greenland sub-species
reported at Point of Ayr - 8 on 15th April and at Gronant 9 on 6th May.

RING OUSET Turdus torquatus
Present but very thinly distributed in upland areas. Only one report of
breeding pair received

BLACKBIRD Turdus merulo
Common. Large concentration of 800 birds seen at Gronant in November.

FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris
Flocks of up to 250 birds reported from several areas between January and
March and 150 birds at Buckiey on 24th April and 50 still present on 1st
May. During autumn high counts included 1,000 moving east at Prestatyn
on 22nd October, 2,000 at Pendinas on 25th and 450 at Llyn Helyg on
23rd December.
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SONG THRUSII
Common.

Tttrdus philomelat

REDWING Turclus iliacus
Frequently reported ir.r the periods 1st January to Bth April and 21st October
!o 9nd of year. Highesl counts included 750 at Sandycroft on 9th January.,
500 moving east at l'iint on 22nd October aiid a simiiar movement of 11,000
birds at Prestatyn on the same day, and 1,500 at pendinas on 25th October.

MISTLE THRUSH Turd.us uisciuorus
Common and widespread. Maximum count was 30 at pendinas on 31st Juiy.

GRASSHOPFER WARBLER Locustella naeuia
Birds in song at Mancot, Llyn Helyg, Point ci A.v.r - 3 males on 14th May,
Gronant and Coed Trrion. Adults u,,ith youlg ,r,.." .o", at point of Ayr on Brd
July.

SEDGH WARBLER Ar:rctcephaltLs schoen,obaentts
Bred at Rhyl and Shotton and also reported at Gr.onant, Connah,s euay and
Point of Ayr.

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scir.paceus
Only reported at Shotton rvhere about 10 pair. estimatrrl i,c be breeding.

LESSER WHITETHROAT Syluia c:ttrruca
Birds in song at Point of Ayr, Hawarden, padeswood and Shotton and a paii.
with young seen at Llanynys on 27th July.

WHITETHROAT Syluia communis
Reported from several areas u,,ith 18 singing males between point of Ayr and
Gronant on 14th May.

GARDEN WARBLER Sybia borin

Jery fey records and appears to be somewhat localised but good numbers in
Loggerheads,Maeshafn area and in Thnat Valley.

BLACKCAP Sybia atricapilla
Widespread winter records again this year and several reports of breeding
birds.

DUSKY WARBLER phyll.oscopus fuscatus
A bird believed to be a Dusky Warbler was repor.ted at point of Ayr on 14th
November but the record was subsequently relected by the Rarities iommittee.

WOOD WARBLER ph,tlloscoptts sibilatrix
Locally distributed but fairly u,idespreacl with freqqent reports fi.om
loggerheads, \!'epre, Hawarden, Rhuallt and Thnat Vaitlu.
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CHIFFCHAFF Phvlloscopus coLlvbita

Common. Single birds reported in January-February frcm Point of Ayr and
Shotton and on 5th November at Llanduias.

WILLOW WABBLER
Abundant.

Phy llo s copus troch ilu. s

GOLDCREST
Common.

Regulus regttlus

FIRECREST egulus ignicaPilLus

Reporled as follows, up to 2 birds at Point of Ayr 10th 13th January, 1 at
Hai,varden l4th-271h February, 1at Llandulas on 22nd February and 1at
Point of Ayr 12thl13th Novi'rnber..

SPOTTED FLYCATCIIER Muscipapa striota

More frequently recorded this year with breeding reported at Rhuddlan and
Hawarden.

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hvpoleuca

Breeding, mainly in nest boxes, reported iiom many areas and apparently
widely distributed in upland areas.

LONGTAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus

Fairly common.

MARSH TIT Parus palustris

Common in upland areas.

WILLOW TIT Parus montanus

Apparently local and infrequently reported.

COAL TIT Parus ater

Fairly common.

BLUE TIT Parus caeruLeus

Abundant.

GREAT TIT Parus major
Abundant.

NUTHATCH Sitta euroPaea

Fairly common.

TREE CREEPER Certhia fomiliaris
Fairly common.

GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus ortolus

A bird was present at Gwysaney from 4th to 14th June.
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JAY Gorrulus glondarius
Widespread. In late October a flock of 37 birds was seen at Prestatyn.

MAGPIE
Abundant

Pica pica

CHOUGH Pyrrhocorax pynhocorax

Only report,s u,ere: 2 birds at Horseshoe Pass on 27th March and 22nd May
and 1 seen at Nloel Garegog in March.

JACKDAW Coruus monedula
Ctmnron. High counts included 650 at Rhyl on 9th January, 320 at Ysceifiog
on 27th Januar'.y and 578 at Glan Conrvy on 5th February.

ROOK Coruus frugilegus
Cornnr,,r'r. Nlaxirnr.rm count ri'as 350 at Rhyl on 9th January.

CARRION CROW
Abundant.

Coruus coron,e

RAVEN Cort:us corux

Nurrrelous lepclts Ii'orn upland areas and 1-2 birds reported. from coast during
winter nronths.

STARLING Sturnus uulgaris
Abundant. At Shotton on 12th July number of birds using roost estimated
at 10.000.

HOUSE SPARROW
Abundant.

Passer domesticus

TREE SPARROW PasseT montanus
Many mole teports this year u,ith flocks of 550 at Point of Ayr/Gronant in
October, 150 at Shotton on 10th December and 200 at Sealand on 29th
December'.

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs
Common. Highest coLrnts were 300 at Shotton and 3,000 at Connah's Quay
16th-1gth Janualv and ll00 at Gi'onant on 21st October.

BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla
Feu,t'ecords lbl oally palt of the year but commonly reported during autumn.
Highcst cor-rlrts ir.rcluded: ,100 at Gronant on 22nd October,400 at Shotton
on 23rd December. ,100 at Scaland on 28th and 500 at Connah's Quay on 29th.

GRIII.INFINCH Corduelis chbris
Common. Highcst count was 1,000 birds at Gronant on 21st October.
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GOLDFINCH Cu.rduel.is clt'loris

Common. A flock of 200 birds seen at Nlarion Mills on 13th September.

SISKIN Carduelis sPinus

Frequent records fronl man-r, areas with a maximum count of 150 at Gronant
on 21st October.

LINNET Carcluelis connabinct
Common rvinter flocks of up to 400 birds reported {rom sevei:al coastal sites.

TWITE Carduelis flo.uirostris
Small flocks reported at Cqnnah's Quay, Gronant and Poir-rt of A.vr. Highest
counts r.vere 20it ConnahHQuay on 20th March, 18 at Gronant on 4th May,
37 at Gronant on 6th November and 30 at Poirrt of Ayr on 3rd December.

REDPOLL Carduelis flontmea
Conrmorr.

CROSSBILL Loxicr aLruirostra
Only records w-ere: 4 at Moel Fammau on 24th February, and 2 at Nerquis
on the same day', 4 at Coed Clwyd on 16th April, Singles at Gronant on 6th
November and Prestatyn on 29th December. 2 at Gwysaney on Sth June and
7 there on 11th December'.

BULLFINCH PYrrhula PvrrhuLa

Common.

HAWFINCH Crtr:cothraustes coccothrattstes

Not infrequently reported from Loggerheads, Halkyn and Gwysaney and
isoiated records from Cjlcain 3 on 18th April and Froncysyilte - 3 adults
and l juvenile on 9th July. Maximum counts were 12 at Grvysaney on 18th
April and 4 at Halkyn on 15th. This year lcreeding was confirrned but the
site cannot be disclosed.

LAPLAND BUNTING CaLcorits Lappctnicus

Up to 2 birds seen at Gronant/Point ofAyr betu'een 12th October and 10th
December.

SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax niualis
Up to 30 birds at Point of Ayr/Gronant, lst January to 26th March when a
single bird seen at Gronant was last rvinter record. Birds first seen again
at Gronant on 22nd October and 20 present at Point ofAyr on 24th December
was highest count before the year end.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza ci,trinella

Fairly common. Maximum count was 100 at Drury on 19th February.

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoenicltts

Common.

CORN BUNTING Miliario t:alartdro

Birds in song reported ert Connah's Quay and Sealand. Maximum count rvas

35 birds at Sealand on 2nd October.
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