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?gIE tr :' ': Bi t'i.:1tT LS?.4-L 977

T: ic is ti:e flrst CIf two reports by means
of whicb,lt ls hoped to brlng up to date, ln some
measure at lcast, records of btrds ln the County
of Clwyd. ?hls report covers the pcriod LgT4 to
3,977 and the second wlLI deat wlth records
recelved ln 1978 and 1979" Thereaftcr it is hoped
that annual reports for the County will be
produccd.

Durlng thc productLon of tbe report the
edltorlal comml.ttee wcre very concious of the
fact that many speci.ee were under recorded, that
often observers falled to glve prcclse dates arid
ln many cases the numbers of blrds were not
re port ed .

It ls not our Lntentlon to be criti*atr of
the observers whc eontributed to this report and
several somrnl"ttee, members readlLy admltted to
elmi.iar orniesicns when maklng thel"r own notes*
Nevertheless 1t must be reqognLzed that the
lnformatlon forwarded to the County Record,er Ls
a poor reflection cf the btrd-i.ife of the County.

It 1s alI- too apparent that many specl.es
whlch occur annuall_y were not reported every year
between L974 and L7ZZ and that the records
recelved ln any one y€ar would have made the
productlon of an annual report hardly worth the
ef,fort involved.

Fortunately the remedy ts in our hands
and the varlety and numbers of btrds observed
each year in Clwyd are more than suffiatent to
make an intereetLng and stimula.tlng report. AII
that is requlred are a few reasonably accurate
notes and a letter to the County Recorder at ttre
end of the yeatrg

It is hoped that these few pages wil_Lstlmulate a}l" of us to make a Little extra effort
Ln the future.
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t^Jl,t.0r$" 'no drrL{

{ttr etA tS ee.
SYBTEMATTC rrSE !E Brnp$ RECORpEp,lg74 qglgT?

Src nomenclature and ayotaatlc amangopent
follorss ttrat of the rBrltlsh Btldr t List of Blrds of
ttre Hesteno Palearctlc.

ND DTV,ER Gavia ste+a_tg

Reports malnly of sln6la blrds offshore between FoLnt
of Ayr and Bay of Colryn during rlnter monthg' S blrd
ln suffier phmage present on ttre Rlver Clwyd on 5th
Hay 1974.

ELACI( lHROAffiD DMR Gavta arctlca

A elngle blnd at FcnoarrrrAbergeLeron 21st Febnrary L976.

GBEAT HOR$IMN DTVEB Gavla lmer

The on"ly rccorrdg r?rloh have been recelved tre as
follorc:-
S1ng1e birds at *ros on Searl2ttr Novenber 1974,!rlareh
1975 ard 6tn eprff L975,One at LlanduLaerlW L976.

tI[ilLE GBEEE Taehltuaptug ruflooLllo

Iftronn to have b:red at Euitable locatlons sueh as IJyn
Helyg,Shotton Pools and Llttle Aetono ALso reoo:rdcd
dr:ring sunmer at Padeawood Pool,L1ay end llrr:ry,
lklarlnurn nlnter cor.:nt of 17 btrds at Shotton.

,gFBlT CAEIIED GAEEIE Podleepc eflslt't,u&

Regular offshore durlng wlntcr. Recorrds of breeding
at IJyn HelyS Lo L975 and 1"975. AIso bred at Drr:ry
1n L974, 1975 and 1975

ruMAR Rrlmanrs rLaoialls

Conmon f?om hestatyn to Bay of Co1wyn durlng the
bv,*.dlng sea^Eon.

TS 
qW*\ rcrtrr#l a,*qe"{d
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SOOEY SIIEARI{AIER Rrfflnus grlser:s

A slngLe report of two blrds at BkryL drrrlng a gale
on Tttr September L974"

MANI( SHEAHdAIER Rrfflnr.rs pu.fflnus

Ivlany blrds repopted fnom Polnt of $m on 20th
Septeurbe:r L9Tt' and 5th lrlay L976. I\ro blrds at Polnt
of Ayrr 5th S6ptenrber l$fSrand large numberg passlng
offshora at Gronant 5th June 1977.

Sf0Hfi PBfnEt llydrobates pelaslcur 
\,

One blrd reported ovor ttre Dee at Connahrs Oray Lst
October 1977'after north westenly gaIes,

,{
LEAGITS PEIAEL Oceanodroma Lguaothqlr

Tr+o btrdc seen at Connahrs qpa]rr2rd October L977.

GANNEI Srr1a bassana

Smal1 nrrmbers reported offshore ln lt{ayftune and
Septenrber/October tn all yeara.

CORI,ORANI Phalacrocorax qarbo

Comnon offshore and 1n ttre upper estuarles of the Dee
and Clwyd at all tilneg of the year.

SHAG aristotclls

Althoueh ttris speeles breeds Just outstde ttrc oowrty
there are very few deflnlte records for C1wyd. A few
were reported a,mongst Cormorants at Gnonant durlng the
surmer montlrs of L97"{ " I?re onJ.y ottrer reeordg recelved
were of slngle blrds at Folnt of ASrr on. I?th February
1975 ana at Bhos Polnt on 2oth Jarruary L976.
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GREY HERON Ardea clnerea

Feeds r.egularly tn the Dee estuary and at oilrer
sultable sltes ln the eounty.At p?csent not 1arown
to breed ln Clwyd.

I.tr]:IE SWAN Cygrus olor

-

I(norn to bneed ln the county but inrufflclent datato asaess ttrc true brcedlng gtatus. Wlnte:rs ln sma1l
flocks on the Clwyd eatuary and the S{artne LakerB}ry1..

BEI'iICX'S SWAN Cygrus oolumblanus

Regular wintcr vlsltor 1n small nunbers to Llyn HeJ.yg
(naxlrum oount 10, 29th November lg|4). Reconds also
fi:on Padcswood PooI (slnglc blnalc Ist JanuarSr 3)T5,
)1st lvlarch lW6) Nant-y Ffllth, Shotton lthruh and
Scatand (a5 fst February LgT6), .

WiIOOPER SWAN Cymuc cysnus

At lcast ! reoordsd eaeh wlnter: at Llyn Helyg, Otherrecorde, 6 at Fffnongrocw, p at Shottln aEtf:-llovcmber
1975 and a s!.ngle blrd at Queencf*rry, elst lr,larch LgT6.

PBIK:FOOIED C@E tuisgr brachinqhrnchu!

A clngl"e blrd at Fllnt Mrrsh,l8th January LgT6.

GREYIAG'GOOSE Anser""anseg

A rlngle blrd at Connatrf s Quay pnesent dr.uring ttrc
wLntcr at LgT5/LgT6"

GOOSE $anta canadansls

Rcgularly bnccds 1n ttrc oor.mty at cultablc locaLttlcr.
Hlghcrt necoz'dcd oount, 9O at lfrcxtran nld Scptcnbcr
:!-976.



BRElff GOOSB Bnanta bernlcl.a

Slngle blrds at Polnt of Atrrrr/th Deoembcr L975
and on }2th Janua:ny L976.

W Kree:Heorge
Hecords of'breedlng at Shotton and L1-yn Helyg.
Large numberg reportcd at Fllnt 1n alL years wlth
up to Lrff)O blrds preuent at tlmes. I{axlmum co'unt
f,or the upper estuary- tBO at, Conrrahfs Quayul]th
t{o'remben 1977,

WI-GEON Ana-q pencLope.

Records -"uggest that thls specles ls less common 1n the
county uhan in former years. Idaxinrun count l-50 at
Polnt cf A3r ln January 1974. A late msl.e was present
et Connahrs Quay sn mth Irtcy 19??,

9W $&as strepera

SLngIe blrds at Shotton Fools on Z0th Apa"tl 1975
and SOth [4arsh !976.

TEqL 4gs$ grsgeq

Nrgnerorn rcports fbour thc Dee and Clwlrf EetuaJplet and
mogt cultabLe lnLand wateng. llaxlmm oount- 20O at
Polnt of Ayr ln January 1974. A palr brcd at Llyn
IleLyg ln L975 where there were ,1.2O bfurds pretcnt on
2lst Scptcmbcr L975.

E4I{4ED Anas plat:n'itf :*hos

Amongst S.argast nrrrnbers reoord,cd were ;-
5OO at Polnt of Ap. ,tranuar.y L9V5, CCISl at Pclnt of
Ayr l$th Oetober L976, and 2OO at Bhyl 28th January
19?7. FLocks of 2OO - 3O0 at tl-yn HeLyg ln most
wLntens *
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PJ}d!lf, Anrr acute

Small wlntcr flocka r.cpontcd ln Dcc and Clwyil Ertuerlca.
Ivla:rlfiun count- IrOOO blrdt Connetrtr euey 2la:d gept.Ig?T.

GAROANEY fuiar

A prlr Prdcrwood l7ttr April 1974, L rt Shotton 25th
Augurt 1974, I Oakcntrolt llth Scptember ]1976.

SHO\IELER Anu clyocate

Up to 50 wlntcnlng rt LIyn Hclyg 1975 lrd LITT. At polnt
of Atrr- Ip, Jerruery L974, 2OO, trt Jernur5r 1975, B, Bttr
Jennary L976. AIro 1, Oronent t8tfr Ury 19Z6 and p et
Connrhtr Qury Irlerctrr L977.

POCIIARD Avthya fcnlne

Regular wlntcr recordl fuom Llyn Hclyg wlth up to 1@
blndr pncrent tn L976 end Shotton wherc e nrxlmum of
4O Utarrcre obrcrvcd. on &rd Jrnuazy L}TT.

IUEED UjCK Aythye fullrnrle

Wintcrs ::cgularly rt Yceetflog, Hanmcr, Shotton rnd
Llyn Hclyg where there ncra /O bltdr on 16th Nov, 1975.

SCAUP ArbWa nurlh

Flockr regularly wlnter offrhore at Abcrgelc and 280
wcrc rccordcd thcrc on 9th Jenurry 1974. Alro 2 birdcrt Connetrtr Quay on JOth Octobor lg7? arra a rlngle
blrd et Llyn Hclyg Ln L977"

EIDB Somaterla mollirslna

Oacesionally rceor.ricd off the coast in wlnter- 2 et
Rhosrllth November 1974 end B there 20th Fcbruary
L975. At Polnt of Ayr t on 25th Novenbcr 19T6 end e
fl-or'k of rtO femalc end lmnatr.rc blrds ttrerc on ?rdohruary 1976
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IPNG.TAILED IXJCI( CIarUuIa tryemaLlg.

Three records of slngle bir<is as follor.rs:-
Pensarn,)ard !4areh 1974,L1yn He1yg 9th February L975,
Shotton bLrd prnescnt for rome daSrs ln late l'lovember
L977.

:_

COI\$ON SCOTER ltlclanttta nlpra

Ttrc wlnter flocks r:s'.ralIy to be reen offshore were
completcly unrecordcd dr:rlng the pertod but slngle
blrd,s vrcre reported at Polnt of A3rrr lZth Januany
1975 and at Fllntr/ttr Dcccmber 1975.

\rELlrgr scoqER McLanl fusca

Onc off Pensarnrloth January 1975.

GOLDENEAE Brrooplrala clanglrla

Slngle blrds rcoonded off Polnt of Ayr on scveral
oocatlons, alto smalL ntxtber! prccent dr.rrlng wlnter
at Llyn He1yg and Shotton Poo1s, Ivlaxlmum oount ras
L7 at Connatrts fuayr2Oth November 1977.

GOOSAI{Dffi Mcr(ug mersanre:r

Rcgular vlcltor at Hnnmcr Merc wlth a maxlm:n of 21
on gttr Phrch L976. Stngla blrds also r:cponted fi:om
Shotton JOth Janua:r.y l974rand IJyn He1yg ln Decembcr
lgff , On the rcccntly constrruoted IJyn Bnen16 a maxlmum
connt of 2? ln wlnter L9Tl.

RED-BREIISTE:D MEROAI{Sffi Mersrlg aerrator

Regular offshore durlng wlnter 1n small numbers. I'Iaxfunum
count- I at Pcnrarnr24ttr Novcmbcr L975. Ore lnland
record of ]iblr't! at LIyn Hclygrfth Octobcr 1976. Also
notcd at Connatrrs.Qr41r wlth up to 4 parcserrt ln Dccembcr
tgT|.
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RUDDY IXrCl( O:cyura Jrna+ocrxrl!

AlL ncconds are flom Hanmen lrlcre and are as followg:-
2,7th Jenua:ry l976t 6,9ttr l,tarch L9T6i 7, Bth lhrch L}TT,

RED KIIE ltllrnra milns

Slnglc clghtlng of wtrat wa! probably an imnratwe blnd
ovcr Mocl Arttn:rr Btfr augut\ LgT5.

MARSH HAfiRIER Clrous acruglnotua

Rare. A malc blr.rcl secn at Lj.yn Hel,yg 25th Apf L tg|6
waa thc only rccond of thlc rpeclec,

Hm.I IfARRIER Clrcus clrrncul

A few palns brccd ln the county at sultable loca}ltlcc
rnd regular rcportc of wlntcrlng blrdr malnly fuom
Shotton Mensh but elao notcd at Llyn [Ic].yg fn fgZ4
errd at Connatr'r fuey in Octobcr L}TT.

SPARRCHHAWI Acclpte]c nlrur

negular- alghtlng! tlrroughout thc county wlth 6 ncoordr
Ln L974, 6 tn t975, j Ln t9Z6 and 15 tn L}TT,

BIYZZABD Buteo butco

OccastonaL records flom aeveral sltes in the county
as folLorus l- 1974- L ATrd AprllrBetwJru yn Bhor, e LT*,
Janua::6 LLanfaL:: ToH., Slngle blrdc Abcrge).e,2Jrd
February and Jrd lrlarch. L9T5- slngLc blrdr Llanfelr
I.H.r 8ttr ana 2|th Janua::y and J on 5th Fcbruerry,
1 at Padcrwood Lalce Tth Ootobcr and 1 et Holyrvcii, f)t*,
September. 19T6- l_ polnt of Ayr, f6tn Uay and : pair et
Erddlg Eatatc durlng rpnlng but"no conffu:urrtlon of
breeding. L9T7- 6 Ufras at Bctwya yn Rhot on 2&rd l{arch
end L thene on 1?th Dcccmbcr, tlngle btrd rt pcntr.e
Llynr2kt JrrLy.

?



OSPRHI Prndlo+ haLlgetur

Two btrls wenc prcrcnt rt Llyn He1yg for a rlx woek
pcrlodrOotobcr-Novembcr L976 end a clngle lmmature
blnd war seen L5th ltry rnd ln June L977.

KESTfrEL Falco tlnnr:ncu1q!

Numenour rccorda fnom aLI partc of the county.

MERLIN Falco columbattur

All reeordr arc of clngle blrdt as followr:-
L975- Polnt of Ayro2nd January, Pihyd-y-Foelr9th
January, Bagll.lt 17th March.
7976- Llandula"cr4tJr Januany, Moel Farrnau. 2t;t Ir{arch,
Polnt of A3rr,l-6th 0ctoben, Ruebon fJth May.
L977- Llenfrlr D.C. ftlr October, Connahra Quay
29th August and ]Oth October.

iIOBBY Ira1co aubbuteo

An lmnature blrd at Scaland, 21rd Augr.lat 1975 and an
rdult reen thcrc on Scptcmber 19th the aame 5rca.r.
Several rightlngt of a rlngLa blrd at Shotton,lrt-1?bh
Octobcr 1976 rnd a fcmale rcportcd flom Abergelcol0th
JuLy 1976. An adult blnd at Shottonrz8th Augurt L977.

PEBEGRINE Falco pcrcslnua

Drtng the pcrlod covered by thc :raport breeding wer
confL::mcd rt onc IooaI1ty. Serrenel ::ecordr of wlnterlng
blnde ilon the Dcc Eetuary.

BTACK GROUSE Tcbrao tctr.lx

kercnt ln Cloceenog Forcat wtrerc lt tr rcgulerly
reen wlth 1cru froquent rcporte flom Mocl Fenneu,

NED-LEGGED PARTRIME. Alcctorlr rufa

Onc :-ecn Peny:rynyddrl|th Irhy L9ZZ.
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GREf PARffiIffE perdlx perdlx

Regular ln sultable aneaE wlth ttre maJorltS, cf records
comlng f?om the easten: pant of the county.

QUAIL Coturnlx cotr.rnix

Bneedlng conflrrred near Rosset 1n J)T6; also hea::deaIllng at Borras for at Leaet two weelc durlng theeprlng of that year.

PHEA,SANT Hraslanr:s c_olchlcus

Common.

}{AIER RAIL RaLlur aouatlcus

Regular wlnter vlslton to Shotton pools with lessfrequent reports fnom padeswood poo1. At thls latterslte 6 bfu.ds were presentr27th January LgT6,

SPOryIED CHAI(E porzana porzana

One seen at Shottonrgth January LgT4.

MO0fiHEIV Gal1lnula chloropus

Comnon,

co0T hr1 atra

Common on most sultable inland. waters.

OIISTERCATC}Iffi llaematopus ostralegus

The Dee BstuarXr holds }ange nurnbens of wlntertngblrds and the speeles breeds 1n sma1l numbers atsultable coastal sltes,

rt
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LIEILE RIIISED PIOVXR Chanadrlus dublus

T\*o blrds neported at Corurah's Quayrl2th July 1926
anC a slngle blrd at the sarue loeaJ.itf, )Oth ..,uly
L977.

RIIiGP P.ryEn Craradrlus hlatleula

ISneeds regularly on the coast ln smaLl numbers. Ivlaxlmum
cormts:- l,ooGr Gronant, lr,tay 1g74; 1,ooo at polnt of A1r,
l8ttr August i974 ane 80o thererl0th Aua::st, tg|5,
250 et Oakerrl:oltr?2nd August L9'f7.

DOIIIEREL Oraradrlus rnorlnellus

A stngle blrd reported at Sh.otwlckrgth October L9-i6.

GOLDEI'I EIO\ffi. Pluvlalis aprlearJa

Up to Io OOC bfu"Cs trn Sealand area rjrring wlnter msntirs
a"nd *cca,$iona3-1y reported on D*ribigh Moors and Rueben
Mountal"n 1rr $prtrng.

GREY PTSlffi Pir:vlalis squatarola

Smal1 f1**1r*, usua1.3-y less than l0 bird.srreported
ln tire :Lae Estu&ry eacl: year' ,,rL*]: occasi,:nal record.$
flom the npp*r estuary,

IAI',-Iry$. i'Stp,l}Sg_ Jg,ee]"lqq

Corrunon k'fnter vlsj,tor wlth flocks of up to ],OOOblnde beLng recorded ln lowlands surourding the
Dee Fbtuary, Breeds ln sultable localltles.

fi}ICE C+.$drls canutr-rs

Abundant wlnten vlsltor and passage mlgrant. Courrts
tbom Polnt oI' Ayr lncludel- fr0@rfith November I!/4,
6,OOOr2rd Nqvember. 1925i lO,OOOrlith oecemuer I9-lT,
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SANDERLII{Q Ca}idrls alba

-

Recorded throughout wlnter at polnt of Ayr and G::onant
1n modenate numbers but abrurdant dur.ing sprlng
mlgratlon. l'tanlnum counts:- 15r0OOrffi:d l4ay L974,
J,O@,L)th [ray 1975.

Flooks 1n exoess of J.rOOO blrds ::ecorded ln every
month of the year except June nhcn only gmall numbengare present. Dt.rlng mlgratlon up to LO,OOO blndsat Point of Alm.

RUTF Ph1

A slngJ.e blrd was present at Rhyl Cob durlng Septemi::er
1974 and agaln on 1st Octoben LgTs. AUo a*nfrds at
Polnt of Ay:rr29th September ]97r.

CIIRLEV SANDPIPER Calldrle ferruslnea

Reeor<ied on autumn pa.ssagc ln small nuaberg. At polnt
of Ayr,Z) on 4tfr Augutt 1974, 1 at Fllnt l.{arsh,August
L975, 2 at Connatrrc Quayr2Sth Aqrrst 1976 and i onLst and 21st August tgn,
ftAruE SAIIDPTpER *lt&l,r marltlma

Most flequently recorded at Fhos on Sea, 4 }rdFebnrary L975, ,r27d-October. tg75, eraotfr .llnuarytgT6, Trlx.d February LgT6, 53)a4+h- De6ember igi6-""

DirNLfN Ca11drlc alolna

Drtng autr.mn passaga small numberg neported. from
Shottoq,/Sea1and &rcEc At Shotton )5 blrds scen ln
August L974. ALso recorded at tlyn Helyg, 2 on l5th
Scptcmber 1924 and Corucatrrg fuay, f lat-io 6th Scpt.
L976, lto 2 birrts 2oth Augult t; lnd Scptembcr.

t3

LItm;E STI]ff Calldr1s mlnuta

--;_



JACX SNIIE Lrunocryptcs nlnlmrs

Reeorded ln a1I yearl ln ernall numbers, moct reports
flom Polnt of A3rrrRhyl,Abergele and Shotton.

SIIIPE Ga1llr:aso calllnaco

itcgula:r neports of ecattercd breedlng patrrs partlcularly
ln noorLand arear. Wlntcring flooks of up to 2OO blrds
at Shotton and snallcr numbers at Padcswood, CLwyd
Estuary and LI-yn Helyg.

W0ODCYOO( Scolopa:r rustlcola

Scveral nelrcrts of blrdc rodlng flon Ioggerheads,
Hawarrden, l,told and Most5m. Flequent reconds of
winterlng blrds from thcse and other sultable woodland
a.rcat.

ELACK-TAILED GoDurrT,.LlB9g.!-LlII99E

Wlnters on thc Dee Estulny the flrst blnds being
slghtcd ln JuIy. Notable cotxrts durtng thc perlod
lnclude:- 50O at Polnt of Ayrrlfth Novemben L975;
and JOO thcrer2rd Novcmber L975;up to 7OO blrds at
Connatrfs Quay durlng autumn lgT7.

BAR.TAILED GOEIIIT LLrnosa lapponioa+

Ittost records from Polnt of Ayr: and Gronant involve
small flocks of less than IOO blnds but ),OOO at
Polnt of Ayr 1n Augnst L975. Reports from the uppcr
estuary at Connah's Quay tncLude LzO, l-]th June 1976
and 15O, L2 Scptembcr L977,

WHIMLIBEL l.hrmenlug phaeopua

Soattcred coastal reports of clngle blrds throughout
thc pcnlod wtth ) seen at Gronantn Stfi ,fufy 1976 and
2 scen et Connatrts Glray thc sarne day. InJ.andrslngle
blr{s at PadeswoodrzSth JuIy 1974 and at Cttealn
4th May L975.

[+
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CURLEW Numenluc arquata

Ccrnmonly recordeci throughout the county and breeds
1n most of the sultable habltats, Large flocks at
Polnt of A1m a:rd Gronant durlng autunri mLgratlon
and winter wlth gmaLLer numbers al_so occr:rlng ln
the Clwyd Estuary.

SPOflTED PEDSHANI{ tninea eTirthropus-

Slngle btnds rcponted from Shotton, RhyI and polnt of
Ayr" ln all years. Up to 100 present at Connahrl euay
du:rlng A'.reusti/September L977 .

REDSFIAI'IK Trlnsa totanus

Numeroul ln all coastal areaa but partlcularly !o at
Polnt of ASrr during autumn passage.wlth counts of up
lo 2r0OO reported. BreedE on coastal_ mar:shes and also
at severaL lnland Bltes.

Sever"aL recorllg flom eoast and lnland wate:rs L?T4-L976all -j.nvolvlng onLy-slngle hlrds but ] seen at Connahig
Quayra4tn augr.rst L976 and 7 therer2lst Augwt Lgn,
GREEItr SAI{DPfPER T?lnge ochroput

Most flequcntJ.y reportcd dwlng autumn and wlnter br:t
seen ln cvery month of the ycar fon the perlod L}T4-TT.

WOOD SANDPIFER ThlnEa Elareole

Scltrcc. Slngl"e blrds recor.ded at polnt of Ayr 16th
September L974rend at Shottonrlst Septembc:" 1924 end.
J.Zth laay t976.

COMMON SAI,tDPfpm Actltlg hlrcoleucoa

iicguler ln sprlng and. sunrncr 1n Dce and CLwyiil estuarles.
No deflnlte repontc of breedlng heve bccn nlcelved,.

lr\)
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IU:RI,IS1CIl,iE Arcnerle lnterpnec

Rcguler rcports of small flocks from Potnt of Ayn
and Rhos on Sca.

POMARTNE SI{IJA Stcncorurl pomerlm.ls

Slnglc blrds rt Pencarnrlth September 1974 and at
Gr"onrntr2&rd }hy L977,

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorulw peragltlcut

Most rccorda tre for August/Scptcmber and involve rmell
numbers passlng offshore,

GBEAT SKUA Stencorarlug skua

Or Ict Scptemben L977r] blrds et Polnt of Ayr.

MEDIIffiHAi{EAN GUUt Larus melanoccphrlus

Scaree. Slng]-e bird et Shottonr2?rd Augutt I9Z5 and
onc at Potnt of Airr:, JOth Aueust L975,

LITTLE GTII;L Larus mlnutus

S1ng1e btrds reported flom ShottonrAugurt Lpl4, Rtroc
Polntra6tfr ;uty 1975, RhyLrz4th January LTTT, erreenrferry,
Jrd Scptember 1977 and 2 seen at polnt of A3mr 14th
November: L977.

BI"ACTT.HEADED GUI,L

Abundent.

Itrur rldlbundw

@HMON OUI,L

-

IraJrul Cerrua

Common in esturr"lcr and ln swnoundlng fermland.

LESSER BTACK-BACIGD GUI,L I,arus fugcur

Common, Sevcn1 recordr of wlntering blrdr.
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HERRING GULL

Abundant.

ICEI,AND GUI,L

IrarUl tus

Larur cIeucotdec

One at Polnt of Ayrrl8th Scptember L9T6 and, a second
yerr blrd at Corunelrta Queyr2kt Augul+, lgTT.

GREAS BT,A,CK.,BAgiGD GUI,L Llrus merlnur

-

Common.

KIITIWAI(E Blrsa trldrctyle
ReSuLarIy necordcd offrhorc ln smell numbem. Ovcr
10O blrdr rt Rlry1 durlng e gale Zth Scptembcn 1974,

R0YAL ImN Stcrna mexlme

Onc at Polnt of Atrrr"r22rd Septemben LgT4. Th1r wer ttrcflrrt record for thc county end wes iubocquantly
aeccptcd by the Rarltler Commlttee

SANUiTfCIf TERN gternr rrndvlccnllt

Reported durtng cprlng mlgration eaeh yea:r at Gnonent
end Polnt of A5r. Up to 200 blrcin rccorded at polnt ofAlr ln August/Scptembcr.

ROSEATE lERI,t Sterne douEel11l

Scarce. One Polnt of AyrrJuly,/Auerut, ])74t L Gronent,JuIy 1975 end up to 5 binds ln late lhy J]TT at Gronent.

COMIvION IER}I Sterna hlrundo

The eoLony at Shotton increascd to l5O pelr durlng theperlod where 268 pulLl werg rLngcd in tgTT.
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ARCf,.IC IEEN @
Slngle birds rt Polnt of Ayr.rJuly 1974 and at Connahfe
Queyrloth July l9Tl. AIso 1C at Connah's Quay,29th
August 1977 ana 2 on lrt Septembero Two birdc at Gronant,
ivlay 1977.

LIIME IMN Sterne alblfbons

Ttre colony rt Gronarrt has been morc suecessful since
the slte has been wardened durlng the breedlng season
wlth a maxlrnum of 24 pulIi fledglng in L977, Irtost years a
lergc lnflux of blrds has been noted 1n letc aummer.

}JHISIGRED IIER}'I Chlldonl hybrldlrs

A s1nglc blr.d at Shottonr|ttr .tuly L976.

BLA,CI( IEBN ChllConiu nlser

Slngle birds recorded at Shotton, t4ay lgT4i point of Ayr,
17th October L976 end Pensar.nrJrd September lgTT.

GUrT.T.trr4otr @!q arlge

Conanon 1n the Bay of Colwyn but lnfyequentl-y reported
fYom the nouth of the Dta.

RAZORBILL Alca torda

Irregular tn the Dee Estury but fr.equenilLy observed
at Rtros Polnt"

PUEFIN F?etercrrlr afctlca

A slngle blnd at Penssrn 22:d Septernber 3gT4.
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STOCK DCIIE 0olrrmba oenas

fnfbcquently neoordcd but probably overlooked, Beeds
ln geveral areas.

TIOODP-IGE-ON

Cormon.

Columba palumbr:s

COLLARED DC,VE Streptopclla dcoaoeto

Widcsprcad and comnon ln mantrr urban a^reas,

IURTTE DCI1IE Stnepto,pella turtur

Local. A palr Denblgh Moorsr2lst June 1974 and one or
two palr brccding 1n Weprc Woods, Connatrrr Quay caoh
year. Also reponted at Bllberrry Woodr llawanrdcno

CUOKOO @,-carrgru!.
Cmnon.

BARN Ol'rL Ilrto alba

Rccozrds lndloate that the speclcs ls st1Il less comon
than ln for.rner yearg.

LI?TIE OWL Athene noctua

Wldely dlstnlbuted and not uncoruron,

TAWNY OhfI, Strlx aluc.q

CoIMron.

IONG-EARED 01^rt Aslo otur

A alngle bfurd ncar Northop drrlng ruraer L976.
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sHoRr-EAnED qfL Aslo flamncut%+----

Flvc blnds at Polnt of Ayr.r 2rd January L}TS and a
ctngle bird thcrer28th Apntl 1976. Onc Mocl Fammau,
2rd May 1976 and 2 at Mlnerar?)rd, June I9TT" Several.
rccords of bncedlng.

NfGHTJAR Caprlmulgus curppacus

Two blrds at Moel Anthrrro6tfr lugust tg[5,
SWIFT Apus apus

CoErnono

KINGFISHE.\ ALcedo atthls

Slghtlngs and recor.ds of brcedlng flom al.I maJor nlversln thc county.

HOOPOE Upupa eDoDlr

A slngle bfu"d secn at Hawarden on 12th lr4ay 1925 and
one at S,t. Asaph on 28th t'tuly L975,

GREEN WOODPECKEH Plcus vlnldls

Wldcepread records firom niost parts of the county.

GREAT sPoflrm Deadrocopos ma.lor.

Wtdespa:ead 1n suttabLe woodland arcas.

I,ESSER SryEIED WOODPECXER Deqdrocepos mtnon.
';.

Recondrd'ln cmalL numbcrs each ycar wlth lsolated
reports of brecdlng pafi"e.

SKYLARK A1auda arvensls

Common, Up to 4OO blrdr wlnterlng Oakentrolt Marsh
ln 1976 and 1977.
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SAND MARTTN Rlparia rlparia

Ibcvlously abuadant specles but most fo mer colonles
remaln deserbed foJ-Lor+1ng the recent decllne.

SWALTOW

Ahundant.

HQUS.i MARl,rhI

Ccinnmon.

TREE PIPM'

Hlnundo rustlca

Dellchon urbica

Anthus trlviall.s

Moct rcoondt ref,er to brecdlng pE.lrs ln the Clwydlan
Range and cther sultab1e ereas. Also rer:orted as
p&ss&ge rrlgrant especially durlng autumn.

i.,ITADOW PIPT? Anthus tensis

Common breeding specles on moors and upJ-and meadows
and in srialler numbers on the eoa"stal strlp. Abund.ant
passa6e migrant.

BOCI( PIPIT Anthua spinoLet:ta

A eingle record of 2 hrirds at Ehyl 1n January TgT5.

I,]ATER P IPIT Anthus splno lr si,inoiette.

f'1ve birds at Polnt of Ay:'r 5ti': J*nuary 1976 and 2
near Sealandr22rrd lrebr.,*.a::y the same year. A single
blrC at Connahts QuayrUth licverr*s*y LSTT.

1'IEITOh' 'dAGTAIL I{otaclll.a flava

Fairi-y common but localLy dlstributed. Most records
from breedlng grounds 1n upper estuary and the Dee
valIey.
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GREf, WAGTAE, lbtacll1a clnerea

Comnon bneedlng spocleg on streams and rlvers 1n
ClqnClan Bange.

PIm WAGTAIL Motacllta alba

Comton.

WAXI{ING Bombycl}Ia Ealrulus

Flve blzrils at Ellntr)rd January 197ll. S1rule blrrils at
FI"*Tla6tn peceanber 1975 ana fgtr, .roni"y iill, --
OakenholtrJ0'th November I9?-/ and 6th Decemfen i9f.
DIPPER Clnclus clnclua

Bnecds on most upland streams ln the oounty.

XREN I?oclodyEes tnoalodfies

Compn.

UTNNOCX Prnmella modularls

Corrnon.

ROBIN &lthaens rr,rbcoula

Conrnon.

BIACI( BENTART phgenlcunrs octrnrnog

A female at Connatrls eu"yrwlnter LgT6-n, A blrd at
nhyalynwynrtrd to 16ttr November L9TT"

RELSTART Broenlounrs phoenlcums

lhe specleg 1s stl11 lcsg comon tlran 1n formen years
but nemalns an estEbllehcd bncedlng blzrl of ttre
Clwydlan Ranee and ls regularly rcportcd fnonr ottrcr
parta of ttrc eounty,
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miI}[gHAT SrrrlcoLa rtrbetra

-

Wldespread bneedlng specles nalnly Ln upl_and areas
but also at Shotton and Connahfs Quay.

SIONECTIAT @
thlnLy dlstrlbuted throughout the coturty, Dr:rlng the
penlod breedi.ng reported at Shotton, CwmrConnahre Qua5r
and Halkyn"

WHEAIBAR Oenanthe oenanthe

Well establlshed bneedlng speelcs ln up).and areas
but also nests at gea lcvel at Shotton. Early and
late dates dr.r&ng the perS.od tnclude slnglc bLr<ls
at Pensarnrlth lilnrch 1974 and at Connatrre Quayrgth
Octoben L977,

RING OUML f\rdus torquatus

Records f?om Clwydlan Range lnclude 12 at LlangSmhafat,
25th .IuLy 1975 ana 8, MoeI Arthr:r, t4tfr Mareh L?TT "

BI.ACIGIRD

Abundant.

t\.rrdus meruLa

FTFT.nFAIiE Tlrdus pllarls

Comraon wlnte:r vlslton.

SONG fiiRUSH Ttuqdus phLlomelos

Cormtono

BEIX{ING lhrdue lllacus

Conrrnon vlnter vlgltor.
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ORA.SSHOPPER WANBLER Iooustclla nacvta

-

Wlderprcad, rcported fnon molt gultable arcalo

SPPE WAREILffi Acrpcephalus sohocnobaenua

Comrcn, partlcularly at Shotton Marsh,

REED WARBLffi Asroceohalug sclnpacetrs

Ittort fr.cquent!.y reponted fron Shotton vrtrcrc there
1a a wcll eatabllshcd brcedlng trozulatlon.

I,ESS'EB, hIHIETfiROAT Sylvla clllE\rca

Rcoorr:lc fi'orn Shotton, Iibrford, Rhyil-y Focl and
Scalard. Rlnglng data ruggerts that tJrc rpeclcr ls
norc coutton than vLsual recordr lndloate.

I,HTETHROAT @
Reporta ruggcct that ttrc rpcclea lc lncneastng but
brcedtng populatlon 1r rttll well below the pnevlour
levc1o

OANDEN WARBLM S{tvla bol_ln

Comon, partlcuLarly ln tlrc Chrydtan Rangc.

BIACKCAP Svlvla atrlcapllla

Scveral wlntcr rccordl ln l9f5-lgffirmaJ,nlry flon
ooaltaL arcaS.

1

Ph*rlLorcopur rlbllatrlx

Scvcral rceorrdr of brccdlng tn sultabLe woodland crer^re
partloularly fnom ltranurdcn, Connahrr Quay and Ioggcrheldr.
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I{OOD WASBIER

ITIISTIE fHRUSH Trldtr! vlsclvonrs

Comon,
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C,1{IF'FCHAFE PhyllorcoBl colIr'blta

Comron brcedlng rpeclcro Rccordt of wlntenlng btrdr
lncludc lrPolnt of AtrrrrLZth Dccembcn 1975, lrConnaht!
Quayr28th nebn:ary L976 and two thene.Llth/I2th
Deccmber L976.

WILIOI{WAfiBI,rIt Phyllolcouur troohllut

Abundant.

GOLDCREST Rcsulua rcgu1u.

Conmon.

FEECAESf Rcrnrlur lsnloaptllut

A rlngle btrd at Abcrgelc on 10th Fcbrrrarr.y 1975.

SPO{IED,FT,YCATCI{ER trtuolcaoa rtnlata

Common.

PID III(CATCHER Floedula Lrrroo].cucp

Al a brcedlng rpeclcr conflned to ttre woodcd valLeyr
of the Clwytlan Rangc.

LONG-TAIIF,D TIT Acelthalor caudatut

Falnly comaon and wlderprcad"

M'IRsH TTT

-

Parur urtrlr
Cormron partlcularly ln uplend wooded areale

WILIOW TfT Parur nontanur

A oommon nesldent 1n several lowland area,s.

COAL TIT Panur ater

Comon. z;
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EIUE fff Panu cacnrleul

Abr:ndant.

GREAT fft Parur naJor

Abundant.

MfmATlI Sl+,ta europea

t{ldcrparaad rcoordr *om mort woodland alpear,

TREECREEPES Ccrttria flpl.L,larlr

Common 1n all rultable habltatr.

GEEAT -0nEg S[iRIXE Irnlur cxotrbitor

Slng1c blr.'rb at Point of AyarrSth Aprll L974i Apnl1 L975,
Bodehvyddanrlgttr Fcbnrary 1975 am Connatrtl Quayr2]r"d
Janua:ey Lg'n.

JAY Ga:rnrlur nlandarlur

Coilnon.

MAGPIE Plea ploa

Conmon.

CIICI]GH Hrr.:dtocorax plrr:rhocorax

SmalL ntmberu la:oro to bneed ln the county.

JAC'I{DAW Corvur moncdula

Corutron.

ROOK Corwr fuusllepnrs

Abundant.
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CAI1RION CNOW Dorv..rs corone

Coi'ltllon.

ffi Cornu corax

Reeor<ied rcguiarly 1n ClwytlJ-an Ran6*"

STAiit;Nc. 6-tLrnue 'mlfiFfls

Abundant,

HOUSE SPARfrOW Parser domelti-eue

Abundarrt"

TAffi.-.SP4IFOI Farre::- ryntarrus.

Wlderpnead ln the aounty belng reBorted tn suaLl
nuinberg from many arcaao Iulaxlmum eountr4O at Connahrs
fuatrr9th October Lg[T"

CTIAFFIIICTI &lnelL1q coelcbs

Corgronn

BRAMBTIIIG F?lnelila nnonttftl_4gl}la

Regular wlnter vLrttor.o Partieularly eormon dtrnlng
had wlntem.

qnEENfB{E Osrduelle Rlo::tg
Con0ron.

GOLDq'EfE Carduqllr oarqdueLts

Common arrd wldcilprccd " Wlnter fLock: of up to 60 blrdr
reportcd f?om thotton.
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SISKIN Carduclk rplnur

Saveral reports of smell fLocl<r dr:rlng winter and
carly rpring"

LINNE:I Cardueltr eanneblna

Abundant.

IldIIts Carducl.lr flrvlrortrll
Scarcco A rmall flock at Shotton 1n Deconfcr 19Z6;
7 btrdr at Connakrrr Quayr2gth Aueurt Lgn.

REDPOLL Carduclk flarmca

Comnon. Few deflnlte recor.ris of breedlng malnly from
the CX.wyrdlan Range l-n newly planted plnes but almost
centalnly ovenlooked as a bneedlng specles" A. flock
of up to 2OO blrdsrClwyd Forestrl4th l{ay L9TT.

GBOSSBII& @
Regular reports fuom CLoeaenog Fonegt, Orly necords fbom
other l-oeal.ltles are;- a flock of 2O blrds at Gyfftllcg,
L8th Oeeembe:: L975j 5 blrde at Rhydynrwlnrrlth April LTTT"

EuiLFINq'l{ Srnrhula. pnnrhula

Coramon.

EAITIFINCfl coec

Scarce, onJ.y r^ecords flom Mold area ln wlnter tgTT,

I,API,A}ID BUI TTNG

-

Qqlaanlus lapponlcr:s

One at Polnt of Ayr, t6th January and L.at Ffynnongroew,
27th February 1975,
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SIIO{ Bq}EII\IG Hlcctrophenax nlvqIls

Snall numbers at Polnt of ASnr drrrlng wlntcn months.
ALso recorded at Shotton tn1974.

ET&OTCIIAMME.R &rberLza altrlnc1la

Common, welL dlstnlbuted througlrout, the co,anty.

NEED BIJ}{INTG Embcrlza Echoeniclus

Cormronly reported fuom Shotton and Conna?r's Quay but
el,se$rtrcre more thlnly dtstnlbuted,

GIRNBT}IrINC @
Iooally oommon 1n the upper Dce estuary, UF to LOO
blrdg at Shotton each rlntcr;
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The Clwyd OrnlthologLcal Soclety
would llke to take thls opportunlty
to thank tts membere and menbers of
other socletles who contrlbuted to
thts report.

lYe look forward to thelr
contlnued support ln the future.
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